








































The goal is to have students think about the Millennium 
Development Goals, their reason for being developed, 
various population and sustainability issues, and the 
engineer’s role in reaching these goals. Taking the time 
to research the MDG’s and understand how they relate 
to an increasing global population will allow the students 
to care about the world around them. It is likely that the 
research needs to be done individually, however, working 
in a group on the questions enables them to practices 
the virtues of critical thinking. 
There are no correct answers. It is hoped that the activity 
aids in the development of systems thinking.
Learning Activity 1 A | Materials
Understanding the global picture of material resources as  
related to the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals.
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